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What's Up 
with 

Homer? 
Celine Rajoulh 

Oh, Homer. To college 
freshmen, he's the bane of 
their existence, the reason 
why they're up until 2 AM 
writing papers on the 
intricacies of Ancient Greek 
hierarchies and dreading 
upper-level literature courses. 
However, to Classics 
aficionados, he's a father of 
poetry and a man of legend. 
The two epics usually 
attributed to him, the Iliad 
and the Odyssey, have had an 
enormous influence on 
Western culture in the 
millennia that followed their 
inception. But despite 
Homer's vast legacy, very 
little is known about the man 
himself. In fact, his very 
existence has been the subject 
of debate for centuries. This, 
my friends, boils down to 
what is known as the Homeric 
Question: was Homer a real 
person? And if so, was he the 
sole author of the Iliad and 
the Odyssey? 

Bu s t of Homer, 650 BCE , Marble. 

Let us consider, for instance, the 
possibility of Homer's existence. 
From the outset, one issue 
immediately arises: there is little 
cons ens us as to when Homer was even 
born! Current estimates range from 
750 BC to as early as 1200 BC. 1 

These estimates are largely based on 
the relative timeframe of the Trojan 
War; there has not been academic 
cons ens us on whether the author of 
the Iliad actually Ii ved during the 
events of this period or if they are 
merely telling stories of the distant 
past. Much of this uncertainty arises 
from the fact that a chronological 
dating system was not established 
when Homer was born - how can we 
estimate a relative birth date when he 
was, quite literally, born before a 
calendar even existed? 
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